
own Maj John (Tony) Charles, 

Chaplain, USAR. 
 

Though varied in style, the 
goal for all these projects has 

remained the same: to convey 
the continuous ―I Love You‖ 

whisper of Jesus to the hearts 
of His children. What an 

honor to be minstrels for such 
a transforming message. It‘s 

our conviction the human 
heart hungers for little else.  

 
This confession of God‘s affec-

tion is conveyed through our 

(Blanchard, continued on page 2) 

Michael Kelly Blanchard has 

ministered for more than 25 
years to the ―guarded, carefully 

boarded-up hearts of humans‖ 
though concerts, plays, re-

cordings, retreats and work-
shops.  Michael serves as the 

director and creative per-
former of Quail Ministries, with 

the goal of bringing God‘s en-
veloping message of mercy to a 

wounded and hurting world.  In 
Michael‘s words: 

  
―We‘ve always believed that 

narrative art, including stories, 
songs, and drama, is an ideal 

tool in the Divine Carpenter‘s 

hands;  Jesus re-builds the 
heart from the inside out.  

 
Quail has taken many different 

forms through the years includ-
ing 17 original albums, 2 music 

dramas, 3 novels, 3 ―Summer 
Gifts‖ art camps, and all-day 

retreats. More recently, Quail 
has been hosting seminars for 

healthcare workers, teachers 
and church workers called 

―The Stories Workshop,‖ as 
well as the US Army‘s ―Strong 

Bonds‖ marriage enrichment 
weekends, led by The BARN‘s 

michael kelly blanchard:  the “I Love You” from Jesus 

Lake Champion: What a Weekend! 

Why do 39 high school stu-

dents and leaders go to Young 
Life’s Lake Champion Resort for 

Students in Glen Spey, NY?  
Could it be to spend a week-

end with 200 students of the 
opposite sex, as the speaker 

suggested and Josiah Durbois 
readily agreed?  Is it The 

Screamer, a swing which hurls 
you 70‘ in the air?  Or perhaps 

it‘s something more. . .  

Josiah found the 

retreat to be a time 
that brought him 

closer to God.  He 
especially liked cabin 

time: ―A bunch of 
guys praying to-

gether.  It brings 
guys within the church closer 

together.‖  David Palmbach 
noted that he liked being there 

―having serious time with 

friends instead of just foolin‘ 

around.‖ 
 

Jane Dietrich hadn‘t been in 

(Champion, continued on page 4) 
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Michael performs in an intimate, home 
setting;  with co-performing wife Greta. 

Upcoming Events: 

 Pedestal Floral Arranging, 

Feb. 20 

 Ladies Book Club,  

Feb. 25 

 CrossTalk Info Due, Mar. 1 

 CFR Open House, March 2 

 Jr. High Youth Group, Lake 

Champion, March 5-7 

 Combined Worship, Bob 

Cooley preaching, Mar. 7 

 Build and Repair, March 13 

 Daylight Savings, March 14 

 ADD/ADHD Group,  

Feb. 23, March 9, March 23  

 Conversations About Mar-

riage, March 20, 

 Inter-Service Fellowship,  

March  21 

 Palm Sunday, March 28  
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I have a confession to make:  I am 

not a big conference guy.  I do not 

generally enjoy conferences.  I know 

there are a lot of great speakers 

who can challenge your thinking and 

the way you live life, but most of the 

time I would rather read the book.  

You see, I am an introvert!  I would 

rather sit quietly and read the book.  

Then maybe talk with a couple of 

guys about it after. 

 

But this conference was differ-

ent.  This was a conference 

that challenged a father and a 

husband to live life on very 

different terms than most men 

live.  This conference chal-

lenged men to do a lot of 

things, but there were two 

fundamental themes.  The first 

was to make disciples, starting 

with your children.  The sec-

ond was to have an open and 

honest relationship with your 

wife, starting by coming clean about 

any past or current sin left uncon-

fessed, and following-up with more 

courageous conversations. 

 

The first theme was championed by 

Phil Downer.  During his several 

presentations, he shared stories of 

his many adventures in being disci-

pled, as well as discipling other men.  

He traced his spiritual family tree 

back to a woman he never met, and 

can trace his spiritual descendants 

around the globe as they continue 

to impact people with the gospel.  

His life has impacted thousands as 

those he has discipled have repro-

duced spiritually through many 

generations.  His life stands as an 

example of a life of significance, the 

kind of life all of us desire when we 

are honest with ourselves.  You can 

learn more about Phil Downer and 

Discipleship Network of America at 

www.dnaministries.org. 

 

The second theme of the confer-

ence was about a man‘s relationship 

with his wife.  Paul Speed began by 

sharing his former struggle with a 

particular sin and how he came 

clean to his wife, Jenny, and began to 

heal their relationship.  It was not 

easy, but he and Jenny worked hard 

to overcome the chasm that sin 

caused in their relationship and they 

now share their testimony and walk 

other couples through the process 

they had to go through to find res-

toration.  You can learn more about 

their ministry at 

www.paulspeed.com. 

 

One other highlight regarding mar-

riage came from Chris Hogan.  

Chris shared how all of us come 

into relationships desiring some-

thing.  It may be good and noble, but 

when our desire is not met, we 

often feel angry.  This anger often 

leads to some action, maybe an 

outburst or silence, followed by 

pride, telling ourselves we were 

justified.  But when confronted with 

the pain we have caused in those we 

love, we feel shame and guilt, which 

can lead to grief and fear.  But the 

desire is still there and the pattern 

repeats itself.  This is the ugly reality 

of most relationships, especially 

marriages.  How can we break the 

cycle?  Chris and Ann Hogan have 

developed Noble Call Ministries to 

help couples do just that.  They 

work with couples and 

groups to share skills they 

have learned work for them 

and for so many others.  It all 

begins with dying to self, as 

Jesus said.  For more on 

Noble Call Ministries visit 

www.noblecall.org. 

 

This was a great conference, 

and I was able to deepen 

friendships, make some new 

ones, see most of my family, 

and spend many hours with 

two of my closest friends.  I 

am grateful for this weekend, and 

for the incredible relationship I have 

with Jill.  I am very aware of my 

shortcomings as a husband and 

father, but thankful for the challenge 

of this weekend. 

 

If any of men would like to talk 

about these topics, I would love to 

talk with you. I will also be posting 

more thoughts on our family blog at 

www.martinpalooza.com.  I have a 

passion to see men stand up and be 

the men God created us to be, and I 

know we cannot do it alone.  Be 

courageous guys.  Step up!  

 

In His Grip, 

Sean 
Pastor Sean 

Dad’s Conference:  It Challenged Me 

work. We give concerts, often in homes, 
where there is an intimate atmosphere 

among groups of friends and neighbors 
and we share the age-old tradition of 

storytelling in song and with humor.   
 

The songs Danny’s Downs and Daniel 
Downs recount the power of the power-

less. I Love You I do You Bet and God in 
Grandma’s Eyes convey the transforming 

work of forgiveness in the wake of con-
fession.  The musical drama Heart Guard 

displays true hearts becoming visible in 
their vitality and vulnerability.  Songs of 

recollection, including The House, Under 

The Quarter Moon Sky, and Call Me When 
You Get There, prime people‘s hearts for 

remembering their own stories and  
sharing them at ―The Stories Work-

shops.‖  At ―Strong Bonds‖ for returning 
solders, songs such as I Got a System 

Don’t Mess It Up!, Unexpected Expecta-
tions, Wrong Name On The Tomb or Sepa-

rate Beds, help soldiers and their spouses 
sort out readjustment issues after serving 

in Iraq or Afghanistan. Whatever the 
venue, our prayer is always that of John 

the Baptist: I might decrease that He 
would increase. 

Be Ye Glad 

So be like lights on the rim of the water. 
Giving hope in a storm sea of night. 

Be a refuge amidst this slaughter 
For these fugitives in their flight, 

For you are timeless and part of a puzzle 
You are winsome and young as a lad, 

And there is no disease or no struggle 
That can pull you from God, be ye glad. 

Oh be ye glad, oh be ye glad. 
Every debt that you ever had. 

Has been paid up in full by the grace of the 
Lord, 

Be ye glad, be ye glad, be ye glad. 
www.michaelkellyblanchard.com 

(Blanchard, continued from page 1) 

First make disciples, 
starting with your 

children. 

Second, have an open 
and honest 

relationship with 
your wife by coming 

clean . . . 

Be courageous, guys! 
Step Up!  

http://www.dnaministries.org/
http://www.paulspeed.com/
http://www.noblecall.org/
http://www.martinpalooza.com/
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Pedestal Floral Arrange-

ment Demonstration/
Workshop Saturday, Feb. 20, 

9-11:30AM at The CFR. Shop 
ahead for your flowers and 

make your own arrangement 
to take home (we'll give you a 

shopping list), or simply come 
and enjoy. Reply by Feb. 17th 

to Julie Peacock at 860.651. 
3115 or julie.peacock@com 

cast.net … Reduced Church 
Office Hours March 1-5 … 

ADD/ADHD Discussion 
and  Support Group. Do 

you or a child have ADD/
ADHD? Join with others and 

share/learn successful strategies 

in a positive atmosphere. 

Come once or all three times, 
meeting Tuesdays, Feb 23, 

March 9 and March 23 at 8:30 
AM at The BARN. Christian 

Counselor Susan Lester facili-
tating ‗til 9:30, discussions con-

tinue after. Childcare provided 
8:15-10:15 AM. N/C. Reply to 

Julie Peacock … Combined 
Worship March 7, 10:30 AM, 

Bob Cooley preaching … Con-
versations About Marriage 

―For Everything there is a Sea-
son,‖ Saturday, March 20, 6:30-

9:30 PM at the CFR. Take time 
to relax, connect with friends 

old and new, enjoy a delicious 

dinner and listen to a conversa-

tion about marriage.  Panelists 
will share what has helped 

them in their own marriages. 
$25/couple or $12.50 ea. Reply 

by March 10 to Julie Peacock 
… Inter-Service Fellowship, 

March  21, 10-10:30 AM; recon-
nect in The Well! … The next 

cooking class: Make-It-Take-It 
Panamanian dinner with Jimma 

Aikman. Details TBA … La-
dies Book Club meets 

monthly. We‘ll be discussing 
The Shack, by William P. Young, 

Feb. 25, 6:30-8:30 PM at Julie 
Peacock‘s.  Come take a bite of 

the book and chew on it! 

would like to volunteer to 

prepare or serve meals on 
Wednesdays or donate, please 

contact Janet Eke at deweyeke 
108@hotmail.com… Give $25 

Grocery Cards! We are still 
very low on grocery cards.  This 

is a hands-on ministry in 
which Sean 

gets to 
share food 

and the 
love of 

God with those 
deeply in need. Please pick 

The Waste Not, Want Not 

Community Kitchen invites 
all in the community to a free 

meal every Wednesday from 
4:30-6:30 p.m. at South Church 

in Granby. They receive dona-
tions of leftover food from 

Granby restaurants and make 
meals available to the needy in 

the community for free.  Local 
organizations volunteer to 

serve and clean up after the 
meals.  The Kitchen also pro-

vides free day-old bread to 
patrons to take home.  If you 

up a $25 grocery card;  drop it 

in the offering plate or at the 
office.  This is  a tremendous 

blessing to folks in a time of 
crisis … Bake & Donate for 

the Church! To help with 
Inter-Service Fellowship con-

tact Melissa Lechak at mlechak 
@comcast.net … All Church 

Tag Sale, May 8, but start 
saving your GOOD stuff now.  

Funds go to the Youth Activi-
ties Scholarship Fund. (Send 

them to Lake Champ!) Start 
scouring your basement! 

Upcoming Events:  MarchReadMe 

Unto the Least of  These:  Feed People & Save your Stuff 

The Scrolls of December  January   

corn and flour tortillas the 

Honduran way. The effort was 
worth it, as they were eaten as 

quickly as 
they were 

made … 
“Making 

the Most 
of Your 

Relation-
ships” 

led by 
Susan 

Lester, 
covered the basic relationship 

tools of genuineness, empathy, 

and unconditional positive re-

gard, and reminded us that God 
heals, reveals and leads as ―the 

third person‖ in our relation-
ships …  lastly, the Super 

Bowl was a loaves and fishes 
event:  pizza ordered for 20, 46  

attended,  but all were fed!    

Ladies Book Blub met to 

discuss The Return of the Prodi-
gal Son, by Henri Nouwen. 

Kathleen Durbois and Jo 
Schoenhardt led the vibrant 

discussions … Lynne Schoen- 
hardt kicked off a new series - 

cooking classes! The Novem-
ber class was attended by sev-

eral mother-daughter teams, 
with a second class added in 

December. We had a great 
time learning to knead bread 

the way our foremothers did 
… In January Natalia Velas- 

quez showed us how to make 

Where We’ve  
Been 

  

The King will reply,  

'I tell you the truth,  

whatever you did for  

one of the least of these 

brothers of mine,  

you did for me.' 

Where WeŚre 

Going 

mailto:julie.peacock@comcast.net
mailto:julie.peacock@comcast.net
mailto:mlechak@comcast.net
mailto:mlechak@comcast.net
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Sundays, 6:30-8:30 PM 

In March HSYG is starting a 
five-week series on the book of 

Philippians.  Pastor Brad kicks it 
off, with David Preiser, Carolyn 

Edwards, Joe Thomas and Kris-
tin Moger each taking a week 

following.  We‘ll touch on ser-
vanthood, joy and discipleship.  

NO Group on 3/17. 
 

Lake Champ. Work Crew  
March 5-7, Sign-ups „til 2/28 

Come serve the Jr. High YG by 
cooking, serving meals, and 

cleaning up around the camp.  
Does ministry get any better? 

This is great stuff! 

spending time with her friends.  

―The message of God saving us, 
dying on the cross for us, is 

always overpowering.  It‘s al-
ways an amazing experience,‖ 

she said.  She likes that it‘s just 
her and her girlfriends without 

any distractions.  ―The whole 
weekend is not just about hav-

ing fun, but knowing that you‘re 
living for God.‖ 

 
Pastor Brad reiterated that the 

weekend is a great retreat, a 
time for kids to get away and 

connect with their friends and 
with God.  ―They know that,‖ 

he said, ―and they are internally 
motivated to pay attention to 

what God is doing in their 
lives.‖  He continued, ―The 

program is built to strengthen 
student-to-student and student-

to-leader relationships to help 
everybody grow.‖   

 
It seems that the retreat 

did just that, since in 
several of the cabins 

there were deep times 
of prayer ministry, 
praying for each other 

with laying on of 
hands. What a great 

way to spend a 
weekend!  

people who were flawed, hesi-

tant, and powerless to be lead-
ers and to save his people, but 

that in Jesus, God sent the 
perfect leader to save us once 

and for all. They‘ll study these 
leaders — one each week.  

 
You could be a leader too! 

Adult teachers and high 
school assistants needed! 

 
Contact Jill Marin at for more 

information at 
jill@martinpalooza.com 

We need YOU to consider 

being a leader for our children. 
Grab a friend and share the 

responsibility. We will have a 
"young" class (preschool-2nd 

grade) and an "old" class (3-5th 
graders). Just 5 weeks of class, 

then we break to get ready for 
Day Camp. 

 
The Bible is full of leaders, but 

they‘re never the kind of peo-
ple we‘d expect. The stories of 

Moses, Gideon, David, and 
Esther show how God chose 

 
that out of devotion to God 
"service has become my every-

day way of life." But I can re-
member that true Christian 

service is a by-product of 
something much more elemen-

tal - a right relationship with 
God. 

 
If you are interested in joining 

the Build and Repair Network 
and can spare 3 hours one 

Saturday a month, we'd love to 
have you. Contact me, Andrew, 
at sharpandrew@comcast.net. 

(Men’s Ministry, continued from page 5) 

March for Philippians; Sign-ups for Lake Champ & Hartford Project 

Summer Sunday School Already?  YES!! 

Music, TV and Movies:  What’s God Saying? 

COME!  You won‘t regret it.  

Bring your non-BARN friends; 
this is outreach too!  If you‘ve 

been, you know how 
great it 

is. If you 
haven‘t, 

then it‘s 
time to 

see for 
yourself 

what it‘s all 
about. (Plus 

play wicked 
cool  games.)  

                     

Wednesdays, 7:15-8:45 PM 

JHYG continues talking about 
movies, TV and music, taking a 

discerning look at the culture 
that impacts our lives. Don‘t 

miss out on this and all the 
usual great fellowship too! 

NO Group on 3/7. 
Bowling Night 3/10 

 
Lake Champion Retreat 

March 5-7, Sign-ups ‟til 2/28 
This is your chance to get away 

with your friends and grow in 
Christ. It could be the BEST 

weekend of your whole year.  

#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 
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several years, but came along 
because her small group was 

going.  ―Going into it I had a lot 
on my mind,‖ she said. But the 

time there brought peace, rest 
and an environment with sup-

port and with Christ as the 
center. 

 
Sarah Rogers said she‘s always 

gone and she, too, enjoys 

(Champion, continued from page 1) 

The Hartford Project 

June 27-July 1 
Taking applications NOW for 

the 5-day urban mission experi-
ence.  Jr. High and High School. 

mailto:Jill@martinpalooza.com
mailto:sharpandrew@comcast.net
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=38134196&id=1816490
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=39974034&id=1816490
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Build And Repair Network  

2nd Saturdays, 7-10 AM 

 

Build and Repair Network 
added another household this 

past month! Another house-
hold had gone "off-line" so a 

team was available for a new 
assignment. It got me thinking 

anew; at first blush, Build and 
Repair is all about service - 

guys get together and meet 
practical needs within our con-

gregation and, we hope, be-
yond. But I was reminded re-

cently that Christian service is 
not an end in itself.   

In "My Utmost for His Highest" 

Oswald Chambers writes, 
"Service is the overflow which 

pours from a life filled with love 
and devotion. But, strictly 

speaking, there is no call to 
that." When I first read that I 

was taken aback. No call to 
serve? However, as Chambers 

explains, service is the natural 
part of a life in proper relation-

ship to God. It is the expres-
sion of His nature through us. 

"The Son of God reveals him-
self in me, and out of devotion 

to Him service becomes my 
everyday way of life." 

To me, that is very challenging. 

What are my motivations when 
I serve? Do I want to feel all 

warm and fuzzy? Look good in 
the eyes of others? Feel 

needed? Am I serving because I 
cannot refuse even though I am 

overextended? Or is my ser-
vice purely a pouring out of 

God's love in me? As Chris-
tians, it is easy to reel from 

service opportunity to oppor-
tunity, caught up in the busy-

ness. For me, a periodic self-
assessment of my motivations 

is critical. In all honesty, I can-
not come close to saying  

(Continued on page 4) 

 Grow as disciples 

 Know, accept and support 
each other 

 Be a blessing to others 

 
But for this investment to yield 

anything , we must choose to 
be deeply attached one to an-

other. The more we invest, the 
greater the return.   

 
Therefore, we commit to:  

 Attendance (being there); 
and staying in touch if absent; 

Why do we meet in small 

groups?  Do we do it for fun? 
To get stock tips? Actually, our 

purpose comes from scripture:  
 

And let us consider how we may spur 
one another on toward love and good 
deeds.  Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of 
doing, but let us encourage one an-
otheréand all the more as you see the 
Day approaching. 
 Hebrews 10: 24-25 

We gather to: 

 Know God together 

 Being involved; sharing ideas 

and feelings; thinking about 
the topic; listening to one 

another; 

 Keeping trusts and confi-

dences; 

 Caring for each other be-
yond the group time, being 

available to each other in 
times of need or crisis; 

 Obeying God, and maybe 
even each other 

If ANY this appeals to you, call Rick 
Schoenhardt at 860.658.9581 and 
heõll see about plugging you in. 

Christian Service:  Did you know it’s not a Call? 

March Stimulus Package:  A Refresher on our Covenant 

Women’s Ministry Offerings and Goals:  Come Join Us 

Women‟s Ministry  

Planning Team   
The goal of the Women‘s Min-

istry at The BARN is to pro-
vide a safe place where women 

can build and strengthen their 
relationships with Jesus Christ 

and with each other.  We seek 
to offer relevant events that 

are thoughtful and inspiring.  If 
you have questions, comments, 

encouragements or sugges-
tions, please contact any of the 

members of the Women‘s 
Ministry Planning Team.   

 

Jan Blomquist -  

janbquist@cox.net 
Fran Christensen –  

f.christensen@comcast.net 
Marion Dietrich –  

mariondietrich53@gmail.com 
Eileen Finn –  

krelf.home@att.net 
Gina Palmbach –  

gmpalm84@aol.com 
Maria Preiser –  

riapreiser@yahoo.com 
Jo Schoenhardt –  

mfschoenhardt@juno.com 
Brenda Utzinger –  

BHUtzinger@gmail.com 

Monday Evenings, 7 PM     

Esther: It‟s Tough Being A 
Woman, by Beth Moore. 

A video series followed by 
small group discussions.   

Contact Jo Schoenhardt, email 
or 860.658.9581. 

 
Wednesday Mornings, 9-11 AM  

What Happens When 
Women Walk in Faith,   

by Lysa TerKeurst. 
A small group book discussion 

of putting feet to your faith.   
Contact Brenda Utzinger, email 

or 860.413.9391. 

small groups 

CHRISTUS REX  

MEN OF THE BARN 
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 Prayer Requests  Praises 

ers across the nation; 

2. Bob and Becky Cooley (who serve with AIM in 

Peru) – His blessing on them as they spend time in 

the States (NH, CT, Georgia, CO, NY and Mary-

land) to be with family and with us at The Barn from 

Feb. 4th to April 6th; for Bob as he preaches here 

on March 7th; 
3. Pastor Brad and the Peru Mission Team – for ade-

quate training, preparation and funding for their 

April 19-25 Trip. 
 

COVENANT Church Concerns: 
1. Wisdom for Pastors Sean and Brad, our Elders, 

Deacons, Trustees, and Finance Committee 

2. Protection and blessing for the Junior High Youth 

Group (and high school students going to serve) at 

Lake Champion March 5-7; 

3. Spiritual growth for all of us in our journey with the 

Lord during the Lenten Season. 

 

Individual Concerns: 
1. Comfort for the families of: Vikas Parikh, Jr. of 

Rocky Hill, killed in bus accident on 1/9; Mildred 

Branham, mother-in-law of Polly Eden‘s daughter 

Lin; John Brash, Charlotte Hamlin‘s cousin; David, 

husband/father of Kathy, Caitlyn and Curtis; Jamie 

Hill after death of his aunt Lois; Nancy Lehman and 

Diana Smyth following passing of Marian, their 

grandmother; George Poirier, on the death of his 

cousin, Robert August; Florence Galbraith after 

home-going of her father, Chaplain Robert Sturgeon; 

and Nancy Taylor‘s son-in-law Brian, after loss of his 

grandfather. 

2. Healing: of cancer for Ginny Thibodeau; Patty 

Coyne, wife of Bob & Judy Durbois‘ brother-in-law, 

and Sheryl LaPorte (Lynn Skoglund‘s friend); of 

ovarian cancer for Elaine Griffin, Carolyn Casey‘s 

sister; of melanoma for Elizabeth Jorgensen; of multi-

ple myeloma for Edwin, Jane Martin‘s father; and of 

lymphoma for Margaret Harper. 

3. Continued healing for Sarah Edgar - broken bones 

and traumatic brain injury from early December 

auto accident in NH. 

4. Grace for those serving elderly parents, including 

Eileen Finn, Karen Bushong, Bill Clegg and Joan 

Rogers. 

5. Surgeries to go well: back surgery for Gwyn 

Charles‘s father; cataract surgery for Rebecca Gallo-

way; healing for Pastor Sean after knee surgery. 

6. Relief for those dealing with chronic pain; 

7. Peace for Joe DiTucci as he struggles with dementia; 

8. Provision for those under financial stress who need 

new jobs or additional work. 

We Rejoice For 

Å 10,000 legally printed complete Bibles in the Dao 

language for the first time in Vietnam; 

Å Well-attended March for Life (250,000) on January 

22nd (37th Anniversary of the Roe vs. Wade Su-

preme Court decision) 

Å Increase of French evangelicals (50,000 postwar to 

450,000-500,000) 

Å Reconciliation of a father and son after 43 years! 

Å Births – Audrey Ann, Polly Eden‘s great granddaugh-

ter, & Daniel Addison Branch to Daryl & Jennifer 

(Cooley) Branch 

Å Wonderful report on cancer scans in January for 

Ginny Thibodeau 

Å Protection of Stuart Rankin in earthquake in Haiti; 

Å 17 children rescued and brought to the US by Jacob, 

husband of Brenda Utzinger‘s Cousin Cheryl; 

Å Protection of Lauren Palmbach in serious hypother-

mia incident, and of David Martin in two heart pro-

cedures; 

Å Return home from rehabilitation facilities for Gladys 

Chandler and Del Tomkiel; 

Å Safe travel for Joel (mentored by Bob Cooley) to 

South Africa for year-long discipleship training; for 

the Blomquists to South Carolina; and for Monica 

Christensen to Saudi Arabia to join husband Seth; 

Å Presence of the Garrett family in our worship ser-

vices on January 31st via technology; for their com-

mitment to the people of Kaffrine, Senegal; 

Å Blessed weekend for our High School Youth Group 

at Lake Champion January 29-31. 

 

We Pray For . . . 

National & International Concerns: 
1. Comfort for families of the thousands who perished 

in last month‘s earthquake in Haiti; for adequate 

medical care; food, clean water and shelter; and for 

many to turn to the Lord; 

2. Protection for our men and women in the military 

3. Wisdom for President Obama, members of the U.S. 

Supreme Court and Congress; also for our state and 

town leaders; 

4. Protection for those being persecuted for their 

Christian faith, especially in China, the Sudan, Iran, 

Turkmenistan, Saudi Arabia and Malaysia (15,000 

Bibles seized there recently). 

 

Missions & Ministries: 
1. Quail Ministries & Michael Kelly Blanchard (our 

February missionary) – God‘s continued work as he 

shares his stories and songs via voice, guitar, and 

piano to college students, service persons, and oth-

The end  
of all things  

is near.  
Therefore be  

clear-minded and  
self-controlled  

so that  
you can pray.  

Above all,  
love each other deeply, 
because love covers a 
multitude of sinsé 

 
1 Peter 4:7&8 

Cast the whole of your 
cares  

 

[all your anxieties,  
all your worries,  
all your concerns,  
once and for all]  

 

on Him,  
 

for He cares for you  

affectionately  
and cares about you  

watchfully.  
 

1 Peter 5:8, Amplified 

prayer  

Please share your praises and concerns with us.  We are a church that prays. Contact the Prayer 

Team at sguyer@cpcbarn.org or call Sharon in the church office.   

From Our Inbox:   
Iõd like to express my thanks to all the women who have helped me while I was recuperating from my broken arm.  
When I tell people outside the church how well I have been cared for, they are amazed.  It is truly the Body of Christ 
at its best. So thanks to all who brought meals, brought Jared to work, and took me on errand runs, and a special 
thanks to Kim Nelson, who made all the arrangements for me.  You have truly blessed me, and your lights are shin-

ing for all to see.ð Fran Christensen  
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Wednesdays, 7-8 PM  

Hayloft Sanctuary 
 

Six years ago, the Prayer 
Teams began a prayer time on 

Wednesday nights to pray for 
the ministry here at The 

BARN. This prayer time is 
open to all and is available for 

two reasons:  
 

1) To provide more prayer 
coverage for the life of the 

church, and  
2) To provide a regular venue 

where people from the 
church and surrounding 

community can receive ex-

tended prayer. 
 

We particularly want to en-
courage anyone who would like 

to have extended prayer to 
come for a Wednesday night. 

Call Nancy Taylor at 860.658. 
9604 or Bob Japenga at 860. 

478.0562 if you or your family 
would like some extended 

prayer.  
 
The LORD is near to all who call on 
Him, to all who call on Him in truth. 

Psalm 145:18 

Come for Extended Prayer  

Session Minutes:  Surplus, Space Utilization, Dismissal 

formed, led by Pastor Sean. 

Å Dismissal from PCUSA com-

plete. 

Å Callie Josephine Huntington 
dedicated Dec. 13. Parents 

George III and LeeAnn Hunt-
ington. 

 
Session Minutes of 1.19.10  

Å Pastor Sean on Study Leave 
Jan. 27 – Feb. 2 attending 
Dads‘ Conference. 

Å Robert Cooley to preach at 
CPC. 

Å New Elders Doug Wolfe and 

Bob Durbois, and new Dea-

cons Robin Bartholomew, 
Janet Eke, and Mike Scudder 

ordained and installed at 
10:30 AM Service on Jan. 20. 

 
Cong. Meeting 1.23.10 

Å Nominating Com. Elected: 

Kathleen Durbois, Lynn 
Skoglund, Sharon Guyer, 

Janice Piorier, Lyda Scudder. 
Terri McCahill, alternate. 

 
List of officers and 2009 Annual 

Report now available; complete 
Minutes available by request. 

Session:  1st & 3rd Tues., 7 PM 

Deacons‟:  2nd Tues., 7 PM  
Trustees:  4th Mon., 6:45 PM 

 
Session Minutes of 1.5.10  

Å 2009 surplus ~$50,000 due 

to a one-time gift. Following 
precedent, Missions rec‘d 

10.5%, Deacons rec‘d 2.5%. 
Then $5,000 to restore 2010 

personnel budget, remainder 
for mortgage debt reduction.  

Å Space Utilization Proposal: 

discussion of concept as 
ministry focus.  Committee 

Deacons 
Elders 
Trustees 

Serving 

of his cousin, Robert August 

on Jan. 22; Florence Gal-
braith on the passing of her 

father, Chaplain Robert Stur-
geon, in FL on Jan. 22; Nancy 

Lehman and Diana Smyth 
upon the home-going of their 

grandmother, Bessie Marian 
Anderson, 102, on Jan. 23; 

Raïssa Katz-Haas and family 
upon the loss of her father, 

Norman Katz, 90, in Santa 
Monica, CA, on Jan. 25;  grand-

father of Isaac and Michaela 
Haas, Tovah Haas Means.   

Congratulations to Daryl 

and Jennifer Branch on the 
birth of first child Daniel Addi-

son ; Jan. 12, 2010,  7 lbs, 2 oz;  
also to maternal grandparents 

Bob and Becky Cooley and 
aunts Julia Thomas and Kelsey 

de Mavila. 
 

God‟s Comfort to Jamie 
Hill and family on the passing 

of his aunt, Lois Kidman, his 
mother Yvonne‘s only sister, 

on Jan. 17, in Richmond, VA; 
George Poirier on the death 

Congratulations to Andrew 

Tang, 18, son of Buffy Tang, 
who performed Concerto for 

Viola (Bartok) with the Man-
chester Symphony on Feb 7,  

1st-place winner of the Musical 
Club of Hartford strings com-

petition and 3rd-place winner 
of the Hartford Symphony 

Orchestra all instrumental 
competition 2009.  He attends 

the Juilliard School Pre-College 
Program and is principal violist 

for the Connecticut Youth 
Symphony Orchestra.   

News of Our Family:  New Life, Some Passings, Accomplishment 

My peace  

I give you  

-Jesus 

To be elected, trustees must òhave 
demonstrated a consistent Christian 

life.ó ñ The Book of Order of the EPC 
 

They also need to know something 
about taking care of the property.  

— Editor 

Rich Bitzer: Outdoor Worship 

Baptism Area 

Rick Burns: CFR 

Leigh Gammie: Pastor‘s Manse, 

Atriums 1 & 2 

Chris Izard: Main Barn, Apple 

Barn 

Arlen Meyers: Chairman, Trustee 

Support 

Dan Kay: Youth Pastor‘s Manse 

Jon Peck: Sexton‘s Manse,12 

Baskets Full, Quonset Hut 

George Poirier: Special Delegate 

Santiago Velasquez: Sexton 

Chris Weakley: Celebration Hall, 

Silo, Playground, Vendor Contracts 

Comfort   

 

  

JoyJoy   



 

COVENANT  

Presbyterian Church 
124 Old Farms Road 

Simsbury, CT 06070 
Tel: 860.658.9772 

Fax: 860.651.7683 
website: www.cpcbarn.org 

email: office@cpcbarn.org 
 

Rev. Sean Martin  
Senior Pastor 

 
Rev. Brad Moger  

Assoc. Pastor to Youth 
 

Sunday Church Schedule 
Contemplative Worship 

9 AM in the Hayloft Sanctuary 
 

Contemporary Worship 
10:30 AM in Celebration Hall 

 
All are welcome   

Wheelchair accessible 
Hearing devices available 

Sunday School for pre-school 
through 5th grade 

Childcare for infant & toddlers  
 

 

Equipping people to love God and love others. 

CrossTalk (n.) 

1. Conversation about or 

pertaining to The Cross 
and it‘s impact every-
where; 

 
2. Discussion among and 

between church members, 
ministries and leaders; 

 
3. COVENANT‘s fabulous 

new communication  
format! 

Non-profit organization 

U.S. Postage paid 
Permit #19 

West Simsbury, CT 06092 

Postmaster:  Please deliver promptly! 

Not my will, 
but yours.  

FREE STUFF 

The CFR will be open Sunday, 

March 7, Noon-1 PM for you to 
walk though or to pickup FREE 

equipment including: 
 

Canon copier, HP OfficeJet K60 

printer/scanner, Dell photo 924 

printer, IBM ThinkVision 18" 

monitor, Dell 16" monitor, Sony 

portable desk phone, Memorex 

14" TV, Toshiba 21" TV, 30" com-

puter desk, (2) 28" x 48" com-

puter desks, (2) clear plastic desk 

floor mats, 15" x 30" floor cabinet, 

12" x 24" open storage cabinet, 5" 

x 31" wall mount bookcase. 


